HISTORY

6 1In 1902, Congress passed the Reclamation Act and created the U.S. Reclamation Service, which

is known today as the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation).

é A year later, Reclamation moved into the Yuma area and created what was then called “The
Great Yuma Irrigation Project.”

» This was Reclamation’s first development along the Lower Colorado River, a 125,000 square-mile

watershed congruent of Arizona, California, and Nevada.

é Explorer John Wesley Powell boated down the Colorado River in 1869 and became a National

hero. He told our Nation, “The West is an arid land...hostile to farming...and will never be

settled...opening up its resources to America ss the Government dams the rivers...saves

up winter and spring runoff in artificial lakes irs...” Without a reliable, stable source

of water, there was no guarantee of life in the Desert Southwest.
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é In 1905, Reclamation began an ambitious
venture with the construction of the Laguna
Dam to divert water to farmlands in the Yuma
area. Completed in 1909, it was the first

authorized dam built on the Colorado River.

é Reclamation began constructing levees along

the Colorado River in the early 1900’s to

Laguna Dam Celebration, March 31, 1909 protect floodplain lands between the Laguna

Dam and the Mexican border.

6 The Colorado River Siphon, completed in 1912, is to this day, considered an engineering

marvel, as it carries water under the Colorado River to nurture the Yuma Valley.

é Ninety years later, due to the construction of Imperial Dam, Laguna Dam was converted to a

regulatory structure, and reminds us of our beginnings.

é By controlling the Colorado River and its tributaries, Reclamation has trans-
formed many river communities from dusty little towns into well irrigated,

agricultural meccas. During the first decade of the 1900°s, when

Reclamation completed the original project, Yuma experienced an

increased prosperity that has never been matched during any other time

o Sr——
in history. ‘

Yuma: Main, 1¢t, and 2d Streets - January 22, 1916
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Historic Milestones

Laguna
Diversion Dam
Completed
March 31, 1909

Reclamation Act
June 17, 1902

Unit B Main Canal
Authorized
June 8, 1920

Yuma Auxiliary Project
Authorized
January 25, 1917

Hoover Dam
Authorized
December 21, 1928

All American Canal

December 21, 1928

Yuma Project
Authorized
May 10, 1904

SIB Pumping Plant
Completed
1919

Colorado River Siphon
Completed
June 29, 1912

Hoover Dam
Dedication
September 30, 1935

Gila Project
Approved
June 21, 1937

Parker Dam
Power Project
Approved
August 30, 1935

Headgate Rock Dam
Completed 1942

All American
Canal System
Completed
1940

Siphon Drop Power Plant
Completed July 15, 1926

Unit B Main Canal
Completed
May 1, 1922

Colorado River
Compact
Signed
November 24, 1922

Laguna Dam
Diversion operations
ended
June 23, 1948

Coachella
Canal
Completed
1948

Water Treaty
with Mexico
1944

1935

Hoover Dam
Power Plant
Completed
October 26, 1936

Imperial Dam and/
Desilting Works

Completed July 1938

1940

Topock /
Marsh
Established
1941

1

Davis Dam Project
Approved
April 26, 1941

Parker Dam
Completed
September 1938

Siphon Drop
Power Plant
Turnout
Completed

Gila Project
Reduced in size

941 July 30, 1947

Yuma Auxiliary Project
Reduced in size
June 13, 1949
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Historic Milestones Continued

Colorado River
Storage Project

Authorized
April 11,

SiB
Pumping Plant
Renovated 1953

Painted Rock Dam
Completed
January 18, 1960

1956

Laguna Settling Basin

Completed

Yuma Mesa
Wellfield
Completed 1965

April 1965

Lower Cibola Bridge
Completed February 1970

Unit B
Main Canal
Renovated
November 15, 1965

Topock Settling

Basin
Aompleted

November 1956

Davis Dam
Completed
1953

MODE
Completed

1965 \

1965 |

1955 1960 |
Senator Wash
Dam & Reservoir
Completed 1966

Wellton-Mohawk Main
Conveyance Channel
Completed 1961

Gila Project
Completed
June 30, 1957

ad

Coachella Canal
Distribution System
Completed 1954

Colorado River Basin
Project Act
September 30, 1968

Cibola Lake
Established
1964

Palo Verde
Diversion Dam
Completed
December 17, 1957

South Gila Valley
Wellfield and
DPOCs
Completed 1964

Colorado River
Front Work and Levee
System Yuma Division

Completed 1969

Palo Verde Diversion Dam
Authorized August 31, 1954

Siphon Drop Power Plant
Operations end
December 1972

YDP

Construction began1980 YDP

Completed

1992

YDP
Operations

began
May 1992\

Colorado River Basin
Salinity Control Act
June 24, 1974

walic
Established as a
National Center for Water

YDP Test Facilit;
b Treatment Technologies 1997

Completed and

Gila Project % i
Discontinued 1982

Reduced further
in size
June 24, 1974

2000

1975|

| 1980

MODE
Siphon
Completed
1976

242 Wellfield
Completed
1978

\Bypass
Drain
Completed
1977

Arizona Water
Banking Authority

242 Wellfield 1996

Added 7 wells
YDP Test 1983
Facility
Expanded
1973

Colorado River
Water Delivery
Agreement (QSA)
Sighed
October 10, 2003

YDP
Operations Discontinued
January 1993

Department of Energy
Organization Act
August4, 1977

YDP Test Facility
Established1971
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